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Professional Development Opportunity for NJ and NY Earth Science Teachers
The Teacher Development staff at Liberty Science Center is seeking Earth Science Teachers who have experience using real-time data (RTD) in their instruction to help us plan our summer institute.
Funded by a grant from NASA, Liberty Science Center is in the process of developing a week-long summer institute for Earth Science Teachers on the design and implementation of inquiry-based RTD lessons which meet or exceed state science standards. Participants in the summer institute will utilize the wide array of NASA data available on the MY NASA DATA website and explore innovative ways to display these data including spherical projections on the Liberty Science Center’s five traveling Global Microscopes. 

Because the summer institute will be geared toward teachers with experience using RTD, we need to establish how data are already being used in the classroom and what teachers need to more fully integrate RTD lessons into their earth science curriculum. We are looking for 25 middle and high school Earth Science Teachers who use RTD in their instruction to join our working group to help us answer these questions. As a working group member, you will be asked to present a RTD lesson you have used with your students and share your experience from lesson development to student learning outcome. This is a one day commitment, Saturday, March 5 or Saturday, March 19, for which you can earn six professional development hours. 
Tentative Schedule:



9:00
-

9:30  
Welcome and introductions







Light Continental Breakfast (provided by Liberty Science Center)


9:30
-
11:00
Discussion: What are the goals and objectives of using inquiry-based RTD lessons in the Earth Science classroom?


11:00
-
12:30 
Explore Liberty Science Center

12:00
-

1:00 
Lunch (provided by Liberty Science Center)


1:00
-

3:00 
Presentation of RTD lessons




3:00
-

4:00 
Discussion: What do teachers need to integrate inquiry-based RTD lessons into their Earth Science curriculum? 

Benefits for Working Group Members:


Exchange classroom tested, inquiry-based, RTD lessons with working group members  


Free access to Liberty Science Center’s exhibitions on day of working group meeting


Professional development hours (6) 


Guaranteed space in the Summer Institute which will provide:
· permanent access to NASA data portal (currently in development)
· access to Liberty Science Center’s traveling Global Microscopes for classroom use

· time and support for developing inquiry-based lessons using NASA real time data
· stipend upon completion of the week-long program
· professional development hours

If you are interested in joining our working group, please contact Kate Soriano, Earth Science Teacher Programs Developer at 201.253.1411 or ksoriano@lsc.org.  
Liberty Science Center is a New Jersey nonprofit corporation dedicated to offering exceptional science learning experiences onsite, offsite and online. Located in Liberty State Park, Jersey City, NJ, we engage learners of all ages in science excitement, provide professional development for teachers, and actively connect people of all backgrounds to pivotal science and society issues. Visit our website, www.lsc.org, for more information.
