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Literature Connections for Kindergarten 
About Ponds 

 
 

Alderson, Sue Ann. Pond Seasons. Emeryville, CA: Douglas & McIntyre, 1997. 
 
 Contains fourteen poems which celebrate animal life in and around a pond in spring, 

summer, fall, and winter. 
 
Amos, William Hopkins.  Life in Ponds and Streams. Washington, DC: National Geographic 

Society, 1981. 
 
Arnold, Tedd.  Green Wilma.   New York: Dial Books for Young Readers, 1993. (Picture book) 
 
Arnosky, Jim.  All about Frogs.  New York: Scholastic, 2002. 
 
Butterworth, Christine.  Frogs.  Austin, TX: Steck Vaughn, 1990. 
 
Doris, Ellen.  Animals with Shells.  Danbury, CT: Grolier, Inc., 1996. 
 
Doris, Ellen.  Woods, Ponds, and Fields.  Danbury, CT: Grolier Educational Corporation, 1996. 
 
Fleisher, Paul.  Lake and Pond Food Webs.  Lerner Publications, 2008. 
 
Fleming, Denise.   In the Small, Small Pond. New York: Henry Holt and Co., 1993. (Picture 

book) 
 
Fowler, Allan. Life in a Pond. NY: Children’s Press, 1996. 
 
 Introduces the animal and plant life in and around ponds. 
 
Freeman, Marcia S.  At the Pond.  Rourke Classroom Resources, 2004. 
 
Galko, Francine. Pond Animals. Chicago, Heinemann Library, 2003. 
 
 Explores the animals that make their habitat in ponds. 
 
George, Lindsay Barrett.  Around the Pond: Who's Been Here?  New York: Greenwillow Books, 

c1996. (Picture book) 
 
Giesecke, Ernestine.  Pond Plants.  Des Plaines, IL:  Heinemann, 1999. 
 
Hartley, Karen. Snail. Des Plaines, IL: Heinemann, 1998. 
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 A simple introduction to the physical characteristics, diet, life cycle, predators, habitat, 
and lifespan of snails. 

 
Hathorn, Elizabeth.  The Wonder Thing. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1996. 
 
Hawes, Judy.  Why Frogs are Wet. New York: HarperCollins, 2000. 
 
Heinz, Brian J. Butternut Hollow Pond. Brookfield, CT: Millbrook Press, 2000. 
 
 Five vignettes, from dawn to midnight, present the dramatic dynamics of survival and 

competition in and around a typical North American pond, featuring such animals as a 
pickerel frog, water snake, and opossum. 

 
Hibbert, Adam. A Freshwater Pond. NY: Crabtree, 1999. 
 
 Describes the different kinds of plant and animal life that can be found in freshwater 

ponds. 
 
James, Betsy.  Tadpoles.  New York: Dutton Children's Books, 1999. 
 
Johnston, Ginny.  Slippery Babies.  New York: Morrow Junior Books, 1991. 
 
Jordan, Sandra. Frog Hunt.  Brookfield, CT: Roaring Brook Press, 2002. (Picture book) 
 
 A group of children set out on a summer morning to catch a frog and along the way they 

observe a muskrat, minnows, and a fish as well. 
 
Kalman, Bobbie.  The Life Cycle of a Frog. NY: Crabtree, 2002. 
 
 Describes how frogs develop from eggs to adult frogs and tells why some frogs are 

endangered and what individuals can do to help protect them. 
 
Lindeen, Carol K. Life in a Pond. Mankato, MN: Capstone Press, 2004. 
 
Lionni, Leo. The Biggest House in the World. NY: Pantheon, 1968. (Picture book) 
 
Lionni, Leo.  Fish is Fish.  New York: Pantheon Books, 1970. (Picture book) 
 
Lionni, Leo.  It's Mine!  New York: Knopf, 1986. (Picture book) 
 
Markle, Sandra.  Slippery, Slimy, Baby Frogs.  NY:  Walker and Company, 2006. 
 
Morris, Neil. Water. North Mankato, MN: Thameside Press, 2002. 
 
 Provides information about water, looking at its different forms, where it comes from, 

how it is used, and water power. Includes activities. 
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Morrison, Gordon.  Pond. NY: Houghton Mifflin, 2002.  
 
 Observes how a glacial pond and the abundance of plants and animals that draw life 

from it change over the course of a year. 
 
National Geographic Society.  Tadpoles and Frogs. Washington, D.C.: National Geographic 

Society, c1986. 
 
Parker, Victoria.  Life as a Frog. Chicago: Raintree, 2004. 
 
Pascoe, Elaine.  Pond.  Blackbirch Press, 2005. 
 
Pfeffer, Wendy.  From Tadpole to Frog.  New York: Harper Collins, c1994. 
 
Pratt, Kristin Joy. Salamander Rain: a Lake & Pond Journal. Nevada City, CA: Dawn 

Publications, 2000.  
 
A collage-format tour through the world of lakes and ponds that includes original illustrations, 

journal entries by young nature explorers, excerpts from magazines, and descriptions of 
many types of animals, birds, insects, and plants. 

 
Reid, George Kell.  Pond Life.  New York: Golden Press, 1967. 
 
Ross, Michael Elsohn. Pond Watching with Ann Morgan. Minneapolis, MN: Carolrhoda Books, 

Inc., 2000. 
 
 Describes the life and work of Ann Haven Morgan, who studied, taught, and wrote about 

the animals of ponds and streams and the importance of an ecological approach to 
conservation.  A good book for teacher background knowledge, with lots of experiments 
and activities in text boxes throughout the book. 

 
Sabin, Francene.  Wonders of the Pond.  Mahwah, NJ: Troll Associates, 1982. 
 
The Salamander Room.  Lincoln, Nebraska : GPN, 1993. (Reading Rainbow video) 
 
Sidman, Joyce.  Song of the Water Boatman and Other Pond Poems.  Enslow, 2003. 
 
Stone, Lynn M.  Pond Life.  Chicago: Children’s Press, 1983. 
 
Tafuri, Nancy.  Have You Seen my Duckling? New York: Greenwillow Books, 1984. 
 
Taylor, Barbara.  Pond Life.  Dorling Kindersley, 1992. 
 
Thomson, Ruth.  Life Cycle of a Frog. New York: Power Kids Press, 2008. 
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Watts, Barrie. Frog. (Watch it Grow series) North Mankato, MN: Smart Apple Media, 2003. 
 
Watts, Barrie. Snail (Watch it Grow series) North Mankato, MN: Smart Apple Media, 2002. 
 
 A simple introduction to the physical characteristics and behavior of snails, emphasizing 

their development from the day they hatch until they lay eggs of their own. 
 
Wechsler, Doug. Bullfrogs. NY: PowerKids Press, 2002. 
 
Zollman, Pam.  A Tadpole Grows Up. NY: Children’s Press, 2005. 
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Literature Connections for Grade 1 
About the Rocky Seashore 

 
 

Abbott, Tucker.  Seashells of North America.  San Diego, CA:  Thunder Bay Press, 1994.  
Highly recommended 

 
 Introduces the shells that can be found on beaches in North America, by region.  

Superior photography and writing make this a must have. 
 
Agell, Charlotte. I Wear Long Green Hair in the Summer. Gardiner, ME: Tilbury House, 1994. 

(Picture book) 
 
 A young girl goes to the beach with her father and spends a long summer day playing in 

the waves, the sand, and the seaweed. 
 
Amos, William H.  Exploring the Seashore.  Washington, DC: National Geographic Society, 

1984. 
 
Arthur, Alex.  Shell.  New York: Knopf, 1989. 
 
Asch, Frank.  Sand Cake.  New York: Gareth Stevens Publishing, 1993.  (Picture book) 
 
 Papa Bear uses his culinary skills and a little imagination to concoct a sand cake. 
 
Barnhart, Diana.  Tidepools.  Parsippany, NJ: Silver Burdett, 1995. 
 
Barrett, Judith.  Animals Should Definitely Not Wear Clothing.  New York: MacMillan, 1974.  

(Picture book) 
 
 Pictures of animals wearing clothing show why this would be a ridiculous habit for them 

to adopt.  Makes a good connection about what is needed and not, to survive in certain 
habitats. 

 
Bellamy, David.  The Rock Pool.  NY: Clarkson & Potter, Inc., 1988. 
 
Bendick, Jeanne.  Exploring an Ocean Tidepool.  NY: Henry Holt, 1994. 
 
Berger, Melvin and Gilda. What Makes an Ocean Wave? Questions and Answers About Oceans 

and Ocean Life. NY: Scholastic, 2000. 
 
Bowden, Joan Chase.  Why the Tides Ebb and Flow.  New York: Houghton Mifflin, 1979. 

(Picture book) 
 
 African folktale that attempts to explain why the tides ebb and flow. 
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Bredeson, Carmen.  Tidepools.  NY: Franklin Watts, 1999. 
 
Brenner, Barbara.  One Small Place by the Sea.  NY: Harper Collins, 2004. 
 
Carle, Eric.  A House for Hermit Crab.  Saxonville, Mass: Picture Book Studio, 1987.  (Picture 

book) 
 
 Hermit crab, finding that he has grown too big for his shell, finds a new one and 

decorates it with many plants and animals he meets in his travels. 
 
Carpenter, Mimi Gregoire.  What the Sea Left Behind.  Camden, ME:  Down East Books, 1981. 
 
Cohat, Elizabeth.  The Seashore.  NY:  Scholastic, 1990. 
 
 This offering from Scholastic has plastic overlay pages, allowing you to see both the 

outside and inside of shore animals. 
 
Coldry, Jennifer.  Discovering Slugs and Snails.  NY:  Bookwright Press, 1987. 
 
Cole, Joanna.  Magic School Bus at the Waterworks.  New York:  Scholastic, 1986. 
 
Cole Henry. On the Way to the Beach. NY: Greenwillow Books, 2003. 
 
Cole, Melissa.  Tide Pools.  Blackbirch Press, 2004. 
 
Cole, Sheila.  When the Tide is Low.  New York: Lothrop, Lee and Shepard, 1985.  (Picture 

book) 
 
 A mother explains to her child that they must wait until low tide to go to the beach. 
 
Cooper, Jason.  Crabs.  Vero Beach, FL: Rourke Publications, 1996.  Animals Without 

Backbones series. 
  
 Others books in this series include:  Lobsters, Sea Stars, and Sea Urchins.  
 
Cooper, Jason.  High Tide, Low Tide.  Rourke, 2007. 
 
Cooper, Jason.  Small Sea Creatures.  Vero Beach, FL: Rourke Corp., Inc., 1992. 
 
Cooper, Jason.  Tide Pools.  Vero Beach, FL: Rourke Corp., Inc., 1992. 
 
Cooper, Jason.  Sea Shells.  Vero Beach, FL: Rourke Corporation, Inc., 1992. 
 
Coulombe, Deborah A. The Seaside Naturalist : a Guide to Nature Study at the Seashore.  

Englewood Cliffs, NJ :  Prentice-Hall, 1984. 
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Day, Nancy.  The Horseshoe Crab.  NY:  Dillon Press, 1992. 
 
Dunlap, Julie.  Extraordinary Horseshoe Crabs.  Minneapolis: Carolrhoda, 1999. 
 
Goudy, Alice E.  Houses from the Sea.  NY:  Scribner, 1959.  Out of print 
 
Earle, Sylvia A.  Sea Critters.  Washington, D.C.:  National Geographic Society, 2000. 
 
Fleisher, Paul.  Tide Pool.  NY: Benchmark Books, 1998. 
 
Florian, Douglas.  Discovering Seashells.  NY:  Charles Scribner's Sons, 1986. 
 
Fowler, Allan.  Life in a Tide Pool.  NY: Children’s Press, 1996. 
 
Fowler, Allan.  Stars of the Sea.  NY: Children’s Press, 2000. 
 
Fowler, Allan. Where Land Meets Sea. NY: Children’s Press, 1997. 
 
Furgang, Kathy.  Let’s Take a Trip to the Tide Pool.  NY: PowerKids Press, 2000. 
 
Gunzi, Christiane.  Tide Pool.  NY:  Dorling Kindersley, 1992. 
 
Halfmann, Janet. Life in a Tidepool.  Mankato, Minnesota: Creative Education, 2001.  
 
Henwood, Chris.  Snails and Slugs.  NY:  Franklin Watts, 1988. 
 
Higginson, Me.  Scientists Who Study Ocean Life.  Vero Beach, FL: Rourke Corporation, Inc., 

1994. 
 
Hodgkins, Fran.  Between the Tides. Down East Books, 2007. 
 
Holling, Clancy Holling.  Pagoo.  Boston:  Houghton Mifflin, 1957. (Fiction book) 
 
 The story of the life of a hermit crab.  Young children can enjoy a chapter a day. 
 
Hurd, Edith Thacher.  Starfish.  NY: Harper Collins, 2000. 
 
James, Simon.  Sally and the Limpet.  New York: McElderry Books, 1991.  (Picture book) 
 
 Sally gets a limpet stuck to her finger at the beach, and has to figure out how to get it off. 
 
Jacobs, Marion B.  Why do the Oceans Have Tides?  NY: PowerKids Press, 1999. 
 
Johnson, Sylvia A.  Crabs.  Minneapolis, MN: Lerner Publications Co., 1982. 
 
Kalman, Bobbie.  The ABCs of Oceans. Crabtree, 2008. 
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Kittinger, Jo S. Going to the Beach. NY: Children’s Press, 2002. (Picture book) 
 
 A family spends a day at the beach enjoying the water, sand, and sun. 
 
Knutson, Barbara.  Why the Crab Has No Head.    New York: Carolrhoda, 1987.  (Picture book) 
 
 Relates the story of Crab, who in the beginning time when the animals were being made, 

boasted so much about the wonderful head he would have was given no head at all. 
 
Kochanoff, Peggy. Beachcombing the Atlantic Coast. Missoula, Montana: Mountain Press 

Publishing Company, 1997. 
 
Lee, Suzy.  Wave. San Francisco: Chronicle Books, 2008. (wordless picture book) 
 
 A wordless book in which a young girl experiences the power of ocean waves. 
 
L’Hommedieu, Arthur John.  Ocean Tide Pool.  NY: Children’s Press, 1997. 
 
Lindeen, Carol K.  Life in an Ocean. Mankato, MN: Capstone Press, 2004. 
 
Lionni, Leo.  The Biggest House in the World.  NY:  Random House, 1968.  (Picture book) 
 
 While a big house may be an advantage to some, it could spell disaster for a snail with a 

need to move around and a desire to see the world. 
 
Malnig, Anita.  Where the Waves Break: Life at the Edge of the Sea.  Boston:  Carolrhoda, 1984. 
 
Mathers, Petra. Lottie’s New Beach Towel.  NY: Atheneum Books, 1998. (Picture book) 
 
 Lottie the chicken has a number of adventures at the beach, during which her new towel 

comes in handy. 
 
McDonald, Megan.  Is This a House for Hermit Crab?  NY:  Orchard Books, 1990.  (Picture 

book) 
 
 When hermit crab outgrows his old house, he ventures out to find a new one. 
 
Morgan, Sally.  Crabs and Crustaceans.  Mankato, Minnesota: Thameside Press, 2001. 
 
Olesen, Jens.  Snail.  Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Silver Burdett Press, 1985. 
 
Pallotta, Jerry.  The Ocean Alphabet Book.  Watertown, MA: Charlesbridge, 1986. 
 
 Introduces the letters A to Z by describing fish and other creatures living in the North 

Atlantic Ocean. 
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Parker, Steve.  Seashore.  New York: Knopf, 1989. 
 
Pfister, Marcus.  Rainbow Fish.  NY:  North-South Books, 1992.  (Picture book) 
 
 The most beautiful fish in the entire ocean discovers the real value of personal beauty 

and friendship. 
 
Pfister, Marcus.  Rainbow Fish and the Big Blue Whale.  NY:  North-South Books, 1998.  

(Picture book) 
 
Pfister, Marcus.  Rainbow Fish to the Rescue!  NY:  North-South Books, 1995.  (Picture book) 
 
 Although his friends want to ignore the new striped fish in their midst, Rainbow Fish 

must decide whether to help him when a shark attacks. 
 
Pollard, Nick. The Tide. Brookfield, CT: Roaring Brook Press, 2002. (Picture book) 
 
 Describes the sights and sounds at the seashore and the cyclical nature of the tides. 
 
Pringle, Laurence. Come to the Ocean’s Edge. Honesdale, PA: Boyd’s Mill Press, 2003. 
 
Purple Pinchers and Other Hermit Crab.  Chicago: World Book, 2007. 
 
Rinard, Judith E.  Along a Rocky Shore.  Washington, DC: National Geographic Society, 1990. 
 
Roosa, Karen. Beach Day. NY: Clarion Books, 2001. (Picture Book) 
 
 Rhyming text describes a perfect day at the beach, complete with sandy knees, deviled 

eggs, and a castle with a moat. 
 
Royston, Angela.  Sea Animals.  New York: Aladdin Books, 1992. 
 
Ryan, Pam Munoz.  Hello, Ocean!  Watertown, MA:  Talewinds, 2001. (Picture book) 
 
 Using rhyming text, a child describes the wonder of the ocean experience through each of 

her five senses.  
 
Schaefer, Lola M.  Sea Stars.  Mankato, Minn.: Pebble Books, 1999. 
 
 Also in this series: Sea Anemones, Sea Urchins, and Corals. 
 
Sill, Cathryn. About Crustaceans. Atlanta: Peachtree, 2004. 
 
Steele, Philip.  A Tidal Pool.  NY: Crabtree Publishing Co., 1999. 
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Stefoff, Rebecca.  Starfish.  NY:  Marshall Cavendish, 1997.  (Superior photography) 
 
Stevenson, James.  Clams Can't Sing.  NY:  Greenwillow Books, 1980.  (Picture book) 
 
 Two clams prove to their beach friends that even if they can't sing they do have other 

talents. 
 
Stone, Lynn M. Sea Anemones. Vero Beach, FL: Rourke, 2003. (Other titles in this series 

include Sea Snails, Shrimp, Sponges, and Corals.) 
 
Stone, Lynn M.  Slugs and Snails.  Vero Beach, FL: Rourke Book Co., Inc., 1995. 
 
Stone, Lynn M.  Underwater Weapons.  Vero Beach, FL: The Rourke Press, Inc.  1996. 
 
Straker, Joan Ann.  Animals That Live in the Sea.  Washington, DC: National Geographic 

Society, 1978. 
 
Svancara, Theresa.  Sea Stars and Other Echinoderms.  Chicago: World Book, Inc. 2002. 
 
Svarney, Thomas and Patricia. The Handy Ocean Answer Book. Canton, MI: Visible Ink Press, 

2000. 
 
 This is a fabulous layperson’s reference on everything to do with the ocean.  Includes 

websites. 
 
Taylor, Barbara.  Shoreline, NY: Dorling Kindersley, 1993. 
 
Theodorou, Rod.  Along the Seashore.  Chicago: Heinemann, 2000. 
 
Vollmer, Dennis.  Joshua Disobeys.  Kansas City, MO: Landmark  Editions, Inc., 1988.  (Picture 

book) 
 
 When Joshua, a baby whale, disobeys his mother and swims too close to the shore to visit 

with a friendly human boy, he becomes stranded on the beach.  Includes factual 
information about whales in a separate section in the back of the book. 

 
Wood, John Norris and Harrison, Mark.  Nature Hide and Seek: Oceans.  New York: Knopf, 

1985. 
 
Wright, Alexandra.  At Home in the Tide Pool.  Watertown, MA: Charlesbridge, 1992. 
 
Ziefert, Harriet.  Under the Water.  NY:  Puffin Books, 1990.  (Picture book) 
 
Zoehfeld, Kathleen Weidner.  What Lives in a Shell?  NY:  HarperCollins, 1994. 
 
Zolotow, Charlotte.  The Seashore Book.  NY:  HarperCollins, 1992. 
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(Picture book) 
 
 A mother's words help a little boy imagine the sights and sound of the seashore, even 

though he's never seen the ocean. 
 
Zuchora-Walske, Christine.  Spiny Sea Stars.  Minneapolis: Lerner, 2001. 
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Literature Connections for Grade 2 
About the Sandy Beach 

 
Abbott, Tucker.  Seashells of North America.  San Diego, CA: Thunder Bay Press, 1994.  Highly 

recommended 
 
 Introduces the shells that can be found on beaches in North America, by region.  

Superior photography and writing make this a must have. 
 
Amos, William H.  Exploring the Seashore.  Washington, DC: National Geographic Society, 

1984. 
 
Ancona, George.  Turtle Watch.  NY:  Macmillan Publishing Company, 1987. 
 
Arnosky, Jim. Beachcombing: Exploring the Seashore. NY: Dutton, 2004. 
 
Arnosky, Jim. Turtle in the Sea. NY: Putnam, 2002. (Picture book) 
 
 A turtle emerges from the sea to lay her eggs in the sand. 
 
Arnosky, Jim.  Watching Water Birds.  Washington, D.C.: National Geographic Society, 1997. 
 
Arthur, Alex.  Shell.  New York, Knopf, 1989. 
 
Berger, Melvin and Gilda. What Makes an Ocean Wave? Questions and Answers About Oceans 

and Ocean Life. NY: Scholastic, 2000. 
 
Blomquist, Christopher. Green Sea Turtles. NY: Power Kids Press, 2004. 
 
Blumenthal, Deborah.  The Pink House at the Seashore.  Clarion Books, 2005.  (Picture book) 
 
 A family revisits the site of a beloved summer house destroyed by a storm and finds only 

remnants of the house but all of the joy of vacations past.  
 
Bowden, Joan Chase.  Why the Tides Ebb and Flow.  New York: Houghton Mifflin, 1979.  

(Picture book) 
 
 African folktale that attempts to explain why the tides ebb and flow. 
 
Buck, Margaret Waring.  Along the Seashore.  NY:  Abingdon Press, 1964.  Out of print 
 
 While out of print, this book has excellent black and white sketched illustrations, and 

descriptions of just about anything you can imagine from the sea. 
 
Burningham, John.  Come Away from the Water, Shirley.  NY:  HarperCollins, 1977.  (Picture 

book) 
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 Shirley's adventures at the beach are interspersed with familiar parental warnings. 
 
Burton, Jane, and Taylor, Kim.  The Nature and Science of Shells.  Milwaukee, WI: Gareth 

Stevens, 1999. 
 
Butterfield, Moira.  Who Eats Who at the Seashore?  Smart Apple Media, 2007. 
 
Cassie, Brian. National Audubon Society First Field Guide: Rocks and Minerals. NY: Scholastic, 

2000. 
 
Cassie, Brian.  National Audubon Society First Field Guide. Shells.  , New York: Scholastic, 

2000. 
 
Cohat, Elizabeth.  The Seashore.  NY:  Scholastic, 1990. 
 
 This offering from Scholastic has plastic overlay pages, allowing you to see both the 

outside and inside of shore animals. 
 
Coldrey, Jennifer.  Shells. (Eyewitness Explorers)  New York: DK Publishing, 1992. 
 
Cole Henry. On the Way to the Beach. NY: Greenwillow Books, 2003. 
 
Colfer, Eoin.  Eoin Colfer's Legend of-- Captain Crow's Teeth.  Miramax Books, 2005.  (Fiction 

book) 
 
 Will and Marty Woodman travel with their family to a small seaside town famous for its 

resident ghost, pirate Captain Augustine Crow, who haunts the seashore. 
 
Cooney, Barbara. Hattie and the Wild Waves. NY: Viking, 1990. (Picture book) 
 
 A young girl from Brooklyn, New York enjoys her summer at the beach where she can 

paint and listen to the wild waves. 
 
Cooper, Elisha.  Beach.  Orchard Books, 2006. 
 
Cooper, Jason.  High Tide, Low Tide.  Rourke, 2007. 
 
Cooper, Jason.  Sea Shells.  Vero Beach, FL: Rourke Corporation, Inc., 1992. 
 
Coulombe, Deborah A. The Seaside Naturalist : a Guide to Nature Study at the Seashore.  

Englewood Cliffs, NJ :  Prentice-Hall, 1984. 
 
Cowan, Catherine.  My Life with the Wave.  New York: Morrow, 1997.  (Picture book) 
 
 A child befriends a wave at the seashore and brings her home. 
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Crenson, Victoria. Horseshoe Crabs and Shorebirds: The Story of a Food Web. NY: Marshall 

Cavendish, 2003. 
 
Crow, Sandra Lee.  The Wonderful World of Seals and Whales.  Washington, D.C.: National 

Geographic Society, 1984. 
 
Darling, Kathy.  Walrus.  NY:  Lothrop, Lee & Shepard, 1991. 
 
Dingwall, Laima.  Walrus.  Danbury, CT: Grolier, 1986. 
 
Dunlap, Julie. Extraordinary Horseshoe Crabs.  Minneapolis: Carolrhoda Books, 1999. 
 
Fields, Alice.  Seals.  NY:  Franklin Watts, 1980. 
 
Fink, Joanne.  Jack, the Seal, and the Sea.  Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Silver 

Burdett Press, 1988.  (Picture book) 
 
 Jack spends his days sailing the sea and taking in nets full of half-dead fish, ignoring the 

polluted condition of the water, until he finds an ailing seal and receives a message from 
the sea itself about its sorry fate. 

 
Florian, Douglas.  Discovering Seashells.  NY:  Charles Scribner's Sons, 1986. 
 
Foreman, Michael.  Seal Surfer.  New York:  Harcourt Brace, 1997.  (Picture book) 
 
 Although he is on crutches, a boy goes to the beach with his grandfather, where they 

watch a seal being born, and over the following seasons, the boy and the seal develop a 
special bond. 

 
Fowler, Allan. Where Land Meets Sea. NY: Children’s Press, 1997. 
 
Garland, Sherry.  My Father's Boat.  NY:  Scholastic, 1996.  (Picture book) 
 
 A Vietnamese-American boy spends the day with his father on his shrimp boat, listening 

as he describes how his own father fishes on the South China Sea. 
 
Garland, Sherry.  The Summer Sands.  NY:  Harcourt Brace & Company, 1995.  (Picture book) 
 
 After a winter storm destroys the sand dunes that provide a home for plants and animals, 

a beach community bands together to restore the dunes. 
 
Gibbons, Gail.  Gulls…Gulls…Gulls.  NY:  Holiday House, 1997. 
 
Gibbons, Gail.  Sea Turtles.  NY:  Holiday House, 1995. 
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Grace, Eric S.  Seals.  Boston:  Sierra Club Books, 1991. 
 
Grindley, Sally.  Peter's Place.  NY:  Harcourt Brace, 1996.  (Picture book) 
 
 Peter helps clean up the disaster when an oil tanker spills its cargo on his shoreline, but 

only time will truly heal the place. 
 
Guiberson, Brenda Z.  Into the Sea.  NY:  Henry Holt and Company, Inc., 1996. 
 
Harper, Joel.  All the Way to the Ocean. Claremont, CA: Freedom Three, 2006. 
 
Higginson, Mel.  Scientists Who Study Ocean Life, Vero Beach, FL: Rourke Corporation, Inc., 

1994. 
 
Hollenbeck, Kathleen M.  Dancing on the Sand:  A Story of an Atlantic Blue Crab.  Norwalk, 

CT:  Smithsonian Oceanic Collection, 1999. 
 
Horowitz, Ruth.  Crab Moon.  Cambridge, MA:  Candlewick Press, 2000. 
 
Huggins-Cooper, Lynn.  Seashore.  Smart Apple Media, 2005. 
 
Ivy, Bill.  Gulls.  Danbury, CT: Grolier, 1986. 
 
Jacobs, Marian B.  Why do the Oceans Have Tides?  NY: PowerKids Press, 1999. 
 
Jessup, Harley. Grandma Summer. NY: Puffin, 2002. (Picture book) 
 
 On a visit with Grandma to the old family summer house at the shore, Ben finds both the 

beach and the house filled with history and treasures waiting to be discovered. 
 
Kalman, Bobbie. Endangered Sea Turtles. NY: Crabtree, 2004. 
 
Kalman, Bobbie. The Life Cycle of a Sea Turtle.  NY: Crabtree, 2002. 
 
Kinghorn, Jenna. Seashore Life. Washington, D.C.: National Geographic Society, 1996. 
 
 A great first field guide for primary students.  
 
Kochanoff, Peggy. Beachcombing the Atlantic Coast. Missoula, Montana: Mountain Press 

Publishing Company, 1997. 
 
Lee, Suzy.  Wave. San Francisco: Chronicle Books, 2008. (wordless picture book) 
 
 A wordless book in which a young girl experiences the power of ocean waves. 
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Leedy, Loreen.  Tracks in the Sand.  NY:  Doubleday, 1993.  (Picture book) 
 
 Eggs laid in the sand by a female sea turtle hatch into tiny turtles, which eventually grow 

large enough to lay their own eggs. 
 
Leon, Vicki.  Seals and Sea Lions.  Parsippany, NJ: Silver Burdett Press, 1985. 
 
Levine, Evan.  Not the Piano, Mrs. Medley!  NY:  Orchard Books, 1991. (Picture book) 
 
 After several false starts, Mrs. Medley, loaded with gear, sets out for the beach with her 

grandson Max and her dog Word. 
 
Malnig, Anita.  Where the Waves Break: Life at the Edge of the Sea.  Boston:  Carolrhoda, 1984. 
 
McClure, Gillian.  Selkie.  NY: Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 1999.  (Picture book) 
 
 When a greedy oysterman captures a selkie, a seal that turns into a girl, a boy outwits 

him and returns her to the sea and wins her reward. 
 
Monroe, Mary Alice.  Turtle Summer: a Journal for my Daughter.  Mt. Pleasant, SC: Sylvan 

Dell, 2007. 
 
Noble, Trinka Hakes.  The Legend of the Cape May Diamonds.  Chelsea, MI: Sleeping Bear 

Press, 2007. 
 
O'Connor, Karen.  The Herring Gull.  NY:  Dillon Press, 1992. 
 
Parker, Steve.  Seashore.  New York: Knopf, 1989. 
 
Paul, Tessa.  By the Seashore.  NY: Crabtree Publishing, 1997. 
 
Plowden, Sally Harman. Turtle Tracks. Spartanburg, SC: Palmetto Conservation Foundation, 

2002. (Picture book) 
 
 A girl vacationing with her family at the beach meets a volunteer who is helping newly-

hatched loggerhead turtles to reach the water safely. 
 
Points, Larry.  Ribbons of Sand: Exploring Atlantic Beaches.  Mariposa, CA: Sierra Press, 1997. 
 
Pollard, Nick. The Tide. Brookfield, CT: Roaring Brook Press, 2002. (Picture book) 

 
Describes the sights and sounds at the seashore and the cyclical nature of the tides. 

 
Pope, Joyce.  Seashores.  Troll, 1990. 
 
Posell, Elsa Z.  The Beginning Knowledge Book of Seashells.  NY:  Rutledge Books, Inc., 1969.  
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Out of print 
 
 While out of print, this book is excellent for the different types of shells and the animals 

who lived in them. 
 
Prager, Ellen J.  Sand.  Washington, D.C.: National Geographic Society, 2000. 
 
Prasetsky, Lome.  Fur Seals and Other Pinnepeds. Chicago: World Book, 2000. 
 
Pringle, Laurence. Come to the Ocean’s Edge. Honesdale, PA: Boyd’s Mill Press, 2003. 
 
Rand, Gloria.  Prince William.  New York: Henry Holt, 1992. (Picture book) 
 
 Danny rescues a baby seal, which has been caught in an oil spill in Prince William 

Sound, Alaska. 
 
Rathmell, Donna.  Carolina’s Story: Sea Turtles Get Sick, Too! Mt. Pleasant, SC: Sylvan Dell, 

2005. 
 
Ricciuti, Edward R   National Audubon Society First Field Guide. Rocks and Minerals.  New 

York : Scholastic, 1998. 
 
Royston, Angela.  Sea Animals.  New York: Aladdin Books, 1992. 
 
Rylant, Cynthia.  Henry and Mudge and the Forever Sea.  NY:  Bradbury Press, 1989.  (Picture 

book) 
 
 This book follows the seaside adventures of Henry, Henry's father, and Henry's big dog 

Mudge. 
 
San Souci, Robert.  Sukey and the Mermaid.  New York: Four Winds Press, 1992.  (Picture 

book) 
 
 This is the story of Sukey, befriended by Mama Jo the mermaid, and sheltered from her 

stepfather’s ill treatment in Mama Jo’s sea home. 
 
Scott, Jack Denton.  Loggerhead Turtle: Survivor of the Sea.  NY:  G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1974.  

Out of print 
 
 While out of print, this nonfiction book is an exciting look at the trials and tribulations of 

the loggerhead turtle, and man's attempt at insuring her survival.  Black and white 
photographs. 

 
Sea Shells of the United States and Canada. Chicago: World Book, 2005. 
 
Sea Turtles and Other Shelled Reptiles.  Chicago: World Book, Inc., 2002. 
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Shawver, Mark.  Sea Lions.  Danbury, CT: Grolier, 1986. 
 
Staub, Frank.  Sea Lions.  Minneapolis: Lerner, 2000. 
 
Stevenson, James.  Clams Can't Sing.  NY:  Greenwillow Books, 1980.  (Picture book) 
 
 Two clams prove to their beach friends that even if they can't sing they do have other 
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Straker, Joan Ann.  Animals That Live in the Sea.  Washington, DC: National Geographic 

Society, 1978. 
 
Svarney, Thomas and Patricia. The Handy Ocean Answer Book. Canton, MI: Visible Ink Press, 

2000. 
 
 This is a fabulous layperson’s reference on everything to do with the ocean.  Includes 
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Swineburne, Stephen R. Turtle Tide: the Ways of the Sea Turtles. Honesdale, PA: Boyds Mill 

Press, 2005. 
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Theodorou, Rod.  Along the Seashore.  Chicago: Heinemann Library, 2000. 
 
Vollmer, Dennis.  Joshua Disobeys.  Kansas City, MO: Landmark Editions, Inc., 1988.  (Picture 

book) 
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with a friendly human boy, he becomes stranded on the beach.  Includes factual 
information about whales in a separate section in the back of the book. 

 
Watt, E. Melanie. Leatherback Turtles. NY: Raintree Steck Vaughn, 2002. 
 
Wexo, John Bonnett.  Seals, Sea Lions, & Walruses. Mankato, MN: Creative Education, Inc., 
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Wolfe, Frances. Where I Live. Plattsburg, NY: Tundra Books, 2001. (Picture book) 
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Woodward, Fred.  Identifying Shells: The New Compact Study Guide and Identifier.  Secaucus, 
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& Schuster, 1998. 
  
Zion, Gene.  Harry By the Sea.  NY:  Harper & Row Publishers, 1965.  (Picture book) 
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Zollmaan, Pam. A Turtle Hatchling Grows Up. NY: Children’s Press, 2005. 
 
Zolotow, Charlotte. The Seashore Book. NY: Harper Collins, 1992. (Picture book) 
 
 A mother's words help a little boy imagine the sights and sounds of the seashore, even 
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Literature Connections for Grade 3 
About Wetlands 

 
 
Abbott, Tucker.  Seashells of North America.  San Diego, CA: Thunder Bay Press, 1994.  Highly 

recommended 
 
 Introduces the shells that can be found on beaches in North America, by region.  

Superior photography and writing make this a must have.  
 
Alsop, Fred J. Birds of the Mid-Atlantic. NY: DK Publishing, 2002. 
 
American Bird Conservancy’s Field Guide: All the Birds of North America. NY: Harper, 1997. 
 
Arnosky, Jim.  A Manatee Morning.  NY:  Simon & Schuster, 2000. 
 
 A mother manatee and her baby swim in the warm waters of the Crystal River in Florida. 
 
Arnosky, Jim. Following the Coast. NY: Harper Collins, 2004. 
 
Arnosky, Jim.  Wild and Swampy.  NY:  Harper Collins, 2000. 
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Asch, Frank.  Sawgrass Poems: A View of the Everglades.  NY:  Harcourt Brace & Company, 
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Bauman, Amy.  The Wonder of Manatees.  Milwaukee: Gareth Stevens, 2000. 
 
Berger, Melvin and Gilda. What Makes an Ocean Wave? Questions and Answers About Oceans 
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Bowden, Joan Chase.  Why the Tides Ebb and Flow.  New York: Houghton Mifflin, 1979. 

(Picture book) 
 
African folktale that attempts to explain why the tides ebb and flow. 
 
Brown, Mary Barrett.  Wings Along the Waterway.  NY: Orchard Books, 1992. 
 
Brust, Beth Wagner.  Seabirds.  San Diego, CA: Wildlife Education, Ltd., 1993. 
 
Burnie, David. Bird. NY: Dorling Kinderley, 2000. 
 
Cherry, Lynne.   The Sea, the Storm, and the Mangrove Tangle.  Farrar, 2004. 
 
Cole, Melissa and Brandon. Manatees. Woodbridge, Connecticut: Blackbirch Press, 2001. 
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Collard, Sneed B.  Beaks! Watertown, MA: Charlesbridge, 2002. 
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Coulombe, Deborah A. The Seaside Naturalist : a Guide to Nature Study at the Seashore.  

Englewood Cliffs, NJ :  Prentice-Hall, 1984. 
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DuTemple, Lesley A.  North American Cranes.  Minneapolis, MN: Carolrhoda, 1999. 
 
Field Guide to the Birds of North America.  Washington, D.C.: National Geographic Society, 
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Graves, Bonnie.  The Whooping Crane.  Logan, IA: Perfection Learning, 1997.  (Fiction book) 
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Greenaway, Theresa.  Swamp Life.  Dorling Kindersley, 2000. 
 
Hickman, Pamela M. Wetlands. Buffalo: Kids Can Press, 1993. 
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Hirschi, Ron.  Save Our Wetlands.  NY:  Delacorte Press, 1994. 
 
Hirschi, Ron.  Where Are My Swans, Whooping Cranes, and Singing Loons?  NY:  Bantam 

Books, 1992. 
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Lepthien, Emilie U.  Wetlands.  Chicago:  Children's Press, 1993. 
 
Lerner, Carol. On the Wing: American Birds in Migration.  NY: Harper Collins, 2001. 
 
 A great introductory book about how and why birds migrate.  While not limited to shore 
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Liptak, Karen.  Saving Our Wetlands and Their Wildlife.  NY:  Franklin Watts, 1991. 
 
Luenn, Nancy.  Squish!  A Wetland Walk.  NY:  Atheneum Books for Young Readers, 1994. 
 
Marshes and Swamps – A Wetland Web of Life. Enslow, 2007. 
 
McMillan, Bruce.  Nights of the Pufflings. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1995. 
 
McNulty, Faith.  Dancing With Manatees.  NY:  Scholastic, Inc., 1994. 
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Miller, Sara Swan.  Shorebirds: from Stilts to Sanderlings. NY:  Franklin Watts, 2000. 
 
Miller, Sara Swan. Wading Birds : from Herons to Hammerkops. NY: Franklin Watts, 2001. 
 
National Geographic Field guide to Birds: New Jersey. Washington, DC: National Geographic 

Society, 2005. 
 
National Geographic Field Guide to the Birds of North America, 4th edition. Washington, D.C.: 

National Geographic Society, 2001. 
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Perkins, Simon.  Familiar Birds of Sea and Shore. Knopf, 1994. 
 
Peterson, Roger Tory. Birds of Eastern and Central North America. NY: Houghton Mifflin, 

2002. 
 
Quigley, Mary.  Wetlands Explorer. Raintree, 2005. 
 
Ring, Elizabeth. Wetlands. Blackbirch Press, 2005. 
 
Rood, Ronald.  Wetlands.  NY:  HarperCollins, 1994. 
 
Roop, Peter and Connie.  Seasons of the Cranes.  NY:  Walker and Company, 1989. 
 
Rotter, Charles. Wetlands. Mankato, Minnesota: Creative Education, 2002. 
 
Savage, Candice.  Pelicans.  Danbury, CT: Grolier, 1986. 
 
Sayres, Meghan Nuttall. The Shape of Betts Meadow : a Wetlands Story. Brookfield, CT: 

Millbrook Press, 2002. 
 
 A tract of land is returned to its natural state, from pasture to wetland, as streams are 

unblocked, animals move back in, and native plants grow. 
 
Scott, Jack Denton.  Discovering the Mysterious Egret.  NY:  Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1978. 
 
Scott, Jack Denton.  Orphans From the Sea.  NY:  G.P. Putnam's Sons, 1982. 
 
Sibley, David Allen. The Sibley Field Guide to Birds of Eastern North America. NY: Knopf, 

2003. 
 
Sibley, David Allen. Sibley Guide to Bird Life and Behavior. NY: Knopf, 2001. 
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Sibley, David Allen. Sibley Guide to Birds. NY: Knopf, 2000. 
 
Sibley, David Allen.  Sibley’s Birding Basics. NY: Knopf, 2002. 
 
Silberstein, Mark.  Elkhorn Slough.  Monterey, CA: Monterey Bay Aquarium, 1989. 
 
Staub, Frank.  America's Wetlands.  Minneapolis, MN: Carolrhoda Books, Inc., 1995. 
 
Stille, Darlene R.  Wetlands.  NY: Children's Press, 1999. 
 
Stone, Lynn.  The Pelican.  Minneapolis, MN: Dillon Press, Inc., 1990. 
 
Stone, Lynn M.  Sandhill Cranes.  Minneapolis, Minn: Lerner, 1997. 
 
Stone, Lynn M.  Wetlands.  Vero Beach, FL: The Rourke Corporation, Inc., 1996. 
 
Storks and Other Large Wading Birds. Chicago: World Book, 2005. 
 
Svarney, Thomas and Patricia. The Handy Ocean Answer Book. Canton, MI: Visible Ink Press, 

2000. 
 
 This is a fabulous layperson’s reference on everything to do with the ocean.  Includes 

websites. 
 
Thiele, Colin.  Storm Boy.  NY:  Harper & Row, Publishers, 1963.  (Fiction) 
 
 A boy living on a desolate beach in Australia rescues a baby pelican that becomes a 

constant companion.  This would make a good chapter book read aloud. 
 
Tokuda, Wendy and Hall, Richard.  Humphrey the Lost Whale: A True Story.  Heian 

International, 1992. 
 
Turner, Ann.  Heron Street.  NY:  HarperCollins, 1989.  (Picture book) 
 
 Exploration of a marsh near the sea that used to be home for many animals and birds, 

but that men have slowly destroyed and turned into a noisy city.    
 
Wading Into Wetlands. New York: Learning Triangle Press, 1989. 
 
Weschler, Doug. Ospreys. NY: Rosen, 2001. 
 
Yolen, Jane.  Welcome to the River of Grass. G. P. Putnam’s, 2001. 
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Literature Connections for Grade 4 
About the Kelp Forest 

Shallow Bays 
 
 
Amazing Creatures of the Sea.  National Wildlife Federation, 1987. 
 
Baker, Jeannie.  The Hidden Forest.  NY: Greenwillow, 2000. (Picture book) 
 
     When a friend helps him retrieve the fish trap he lost while trying to fish just off the coast of 

Eastern Tasmania, Ben comes to see the Giant Kelp where he lost his fish trap in a new 
light. 

 
Berger, Melvin.  Oil Spill.  NY:  Harper Collins, 1994. 
 
Berger, Melvin and Gilda. What Makes an Ocean Wave? Questions and Answers About Oceans 

and Ocean Life. NY: Scholastic, 2000. 
 
Brust, Beth Wagner.  Sea Otters.  San Diego, CA: Wildlife Education, Ltd., 1993. 
 
Chandrasekhar, Aruna.  Oliver and the Oil Spill.  Kansas City, MO: Landmark Editions, 1991.  
 
Cole, Joanna.  The Magic School Bus on the Ocean Floor.  New York: Scholastic, 1992. 
 
Cole, Melissa S. Kelp Forests. Blackbirch Press, 2004. 
 
Connor, Judith.  Kelp Forests.  Monterey, CA: Monterey Bay Aquarium, 1989. 
 
Cooper, Jason.  Sea Plants.  Vero Beach, FL: Rourke Corporation, Inc., 1992. 
 
Coulombe, Deborah A. The Seaside Naturalist : a Guide to Nature Study at the Seashore.  

Englewood Cliffs, NJ :  Prentice-Hall, 1984. 
 
Douglas, Lloyd G. Kelp. Children’s Press, 2005. 
 
Filisky, Michael.  Peterson's First Guide to Fishes of North America.  Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 
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Garibaldi:  Fish of the Pacific.  NY:  Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers, 1992. 
 
George, Twig C. Seahorses. Brookfield, CT: Millbrook Press, 2003. 
 
Giesecke, Ernestine.  Seashore Plants.  Des Plaines, IL:  Heinemann, 1999. 
 
Godkin, Celia.  Sea Otter Inlet.  Markham, Ontario:  Fitzhenry & Whiteside, 1997. 
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Parsippany, NJ: Silver Burdett Press, 1995. 

 
Hall, Howard.  The Secrets of Kelp Forests : Life's Ebb and Flow in the Sea's Richest Habitat.  

London Town Press, 2007. 
 
Hillson, C.J.  Seaweeds.  Pennsylvania State University Press, 1977. 
 
Hirschi, Ron.  Ocean Seasons. Mount Pleasant, SC: Sylvan Dell, 2007. 
 
Holling, Clancy Holling.  Pagoo.  New York: Houghton Mifflin, 1957.  (Fiction book) 
 
     The story of the life of a hermit crab.  Children can enjoy a chapter a day. 
 
Jango-Cohen, Judith.  Clinging Sea Horses.  Minneapolis:  Lerner, 2001. 
 
Kochanoff, Peggy. Beachcombing the Atlantic Coast. Missoula, Montana: Mountain Press 

Publishing Company, 1997. 
 
LeBox, Annette. Salmon Creek.  Berkeley, CA: Groundwood Books, 2002. 
 
Leon, Vicki.  A Raft of Sea Otters.  Parsippany, NJ: Silver Burdett Press, 1995. 
 
Llamas, Andreu. Plants Under the Sea. NY: Chelsea House, 1996. 
 
Lynch, Emma.  Ocean Food Chains.  Heinemann, 2005. 
 
Mason, Adrienne.  Oceans: Looking at Beaches & Coral Reefs, Tides & Currents, Sea Mammals 

and Fish, Seaweed and other Ocean Wonders.  Toronto: Kids Can Press, 1995. 
 
Milkins, Colin S.  Weird and Wonderful Fish.  NY:  Thomson Learning, 1991. 
 
Parker, Steve.  Fish. (Eyewitness book)  New York: Knopf, 1990. 
 
Reed-Jones, Carol. Salmon Stream.  Dawn Books, 2000. 
 
Rhodes, Mary Jo. Life in a Kelp Forest.  Children’s Press, 2005. 
 
Riedman, Marianne.  Sea Otters.  Monterey, CA: Monterey Bay Aquarium, 1990. 
 
Ross, Michael Elsohn. Fish Watching with Eugenie Clark. Minneapolis: Carolrhoda Books, 

2000. 
 
Schlein, Miriam.  The Dangerous Life of the Sea Horse.  NY:  Atheneum, 1996. 
 
Sea Otters.  (Zoobooks) Wildlife Education Ltd., 1993. 
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Smith, C.  Lavett.  National Audubon Society First Field Guide:  Fishes.  NY:  Scholastic, 2000. 
 
Smith, Roland.  Sea Otter Rescue: Aftermath of an Oil Spill.  NY: Puffin, 1999. 
 
Snedden, Robert.  What is a Fish?  San Francisco, CA: Sierra Club Books for Children, 1993. 
 
Stefoff, Rebecca.  Octopus.  NY:  Marshall Cavendish, 1997. 
 
Stefoff, Rebecca.  Sea Horse.  NY:  Marshall Cavendish, 1997. 
 
Stone, Lynn M.  Life of the Kelp Forest. Vero Beach, Florida: Rourke, 2002. (Others in series 

include The Food Chain, and Partners) 
 
Stone, Lynn M. Seahorses. Vero Beach, FL: Rourke, 2003.  (Part of the Science Under the Sea 

series) 
 
Stratton, Barbara S.  What is a Fish?  NY:  Franklin Watts, 1991. 
 
Svarney, Thomas and Patricia. The Handy Ocean Answer Book. Canton, MI: Visible Ink Press, 

2000. 
 
 This is a fabulous layperson’s reference on everything to do with the ocean.  Includes 

websites. 
 
Thomas, David N. Seaweeds. Smithsonian Institution Press, 2002. 
 
Treat, Rose, The Seaweed Book: How to Have Fun With Seaweed.  NY: Starbright Books, 1995. 
 
Walker, Sally M. Fossil Fish Found Alive : Discovering the Coelacanth. Minneapolis, MN: 

Carolrhoda, 2002. 
 
Walker, Sally M. Sea Horses. Minneapolis, MN: Lerner, 2004. 
 
Wu, Norbert.  Beneath the Waves: Exploring the Hidden World of the Kelp Forest.  Chronicle 

Books, 1992. (Out of print) 
 
Wu, Norbert.  Fish Faces.  NY:  Henry Holt and Company, 1993. 
 
Wu, Norbert.  Life in the Oceans.  Boston: Little, Brown, 1991.  (Out of print) 
 
Yaccarino, Dan.  The Fantastic Undersea Life of Jacques Cousteau. Knopf, 2009. 
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Literature Connections for Grade 5 
About the Open Ocean 

 
 

Arnold, Caroline.   Super Swimmers: Whales, Dolphins, and Other Mammals of the Sea. 
Charlesbridge, 2007. 

 
Ballard, Robert D.  Exploring the Bismark: The Real Life Quest to Find Hitler’s Greatest 

Battleship.  New York: Scholastic, 1991. 
 
Ballard, Robert D.  Exploring the Titanic: How the Greatest Ship Ever Lost was Found.  New 

York: Scholastic, 1988. 
 
Ballard, Robert D.  The Lost Wreck of the Isis.  NY:  Scholastic, 1990. 
 
Base, Graeme.  Sign of the Seahorse: a Tale of Greed & High Adventure in Two Acts.  NY: 

Viking, 1998. (Fiction book) 
 
   The inhabitants of a coral reef are threatened when a shady real estate deal started by 

the greedy groper floods their area with poisonous waste. 
 
Batten, Mary.  The Winking, Blinking Sea:  All About Bioluminescence.  Brookfield, CT:  

Millbrook Press. 
 
Berger, Melvin and Gilda. What Makes an Ocean Wave? Questions and Answers About Oceans 

and Ocean Life. NY: Scholastic, 2000. 
 
Berne, Jennifer. Manfish: a Story of Jacques Cousteau. Chronicle Books, 2008. 
 
Blue Whales and Other Baleen Whales. Chicago: World Book, 2005. 
 
Brennan, Joseph K.  Jellyfish and Other Stingers.  Chicago:  World Book, 2001.  
 
Brust, Beth Wagner.  Dolphins and Porpoises.  San Diego, CA: Wildlife Education, 1997. 
 
Burns, Loree Griffin.  Tracking Trash: Flotsam, Jetsam, and the Science of Ocean Motion. 

Boston:  Houghton Mifflin, 2007. 
 
Carwardine, Mark. Killer Whale.  Austin, Texas: Raintree Steck-Vaughn, 2000. (Also in this 

series, Dolphin) 
 
Carwardine, Mark. Whales, Dolphins and Porpoises. NY: Dorling Kindersley, 1995. 
 
Cerullo, Mary M.  The Octopus: Phantom of the Sea.  NY:  Dutton, 1997. 
 
Cerullo, Mary M. Sea Soup : Phytoplankton. Gardiner, ME: Tilbury House, 1999. 
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Cerullo, Mary M. Sea Soup : Zooplankton. Gardiner, ME: Tilbury House, 2001. 
 
Cole, Melissa and Brandon. Dolphins. Woodbridge, Connecticut: Blackbirch Press, 2001. (Also 

in this series Whales) 
 
Conly, Andrea.  Window on the Deep: the Adventures of Underwater Explorer Sylvia Earle.  

NY:  Franklin Watts, 1991. 
 
Corrigan, Patricia.  Dolphins: Dolphin Magic for Kids.  Milwaukee, WI: Gareth Stevens 

Publishing, 1995. 
 
Coulombe, Deborah A. The Seaside Naturalist : a Guide to Nature Study at the Seashore.  

Englewood Cliffs, NJ :  Prentice-Hall, 1984. 
 
Crespo, George.  How the Sea began: a Taino Myth.  New York: Clarion, 1993.  (Picture book) 
 
Cummings, Pat, ed. Talking with Adventurers. Washington, D.C.: National Geographic Society, 

1998. 
 
 Collective Biography on twelve men and women who work in the field of science 

including deep sea explorer Robert Ballard, and underwater photographer David 
Doubilet.  

 
DuBosque, Doug. Draw! Ocean Animals. Peel Productions, 1004. 
 
Dudzinski, Kathleen.  Meeting Dolphins: My Adventures in the Sea.  Washington, D.C.:  

National Geographic Society, 2000. 
 
Earle, Sylvia A.  Dive! My Adventures in the Deep Frontier.  Washington, D.C.: National 

Geographic Society, 1999. 
 
Earle, Sylvia A.  Wild Ocean:  America’s Parks Underneath the Sea.  Washington, D.C.:  

National Geographic Society, 1999. 
 
Fenton, Julie A.  Killer Whales and Other Toothed Whales.  Chicago:  World Book, 2001. 
 
Filisky, Michael.  Living Light:  Creatures that Glow in the Dark.  NY:  Crown Publishers. 
 
Fine, John Christopher.  Sunken Ships and Treasure.  NY:  Atheneum, 1986. 
 
Fletcher, Ralph. Have You Been to the Beach Lately? NY: Orchard Books, 2001. 
 
 Presents more than thirty poems about an eleven-year-old boy’s experiences at the 

beach. 
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George, Twig C.  Jellies: the Life of Jellyfish.  Brookfield, CT:  Millbrook Press 2000. 
 
Gibbons, Gail.  Exploring the Deep, Dark Sea.  NY: Little, Brown and Co., 1999. 
 
Gibbons, Gail.  Whales. NY: Holiday House, 1991. 
 
Gohier, Francois.  Humpback Whales.  Parsippany, NJ: Silver Burdett Press, 1995. 
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Gowell, Elizabeth Tayntor.  Fountains of Life: the Story of Deep Sea Vents. NY: Franklin Watts, 
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Gowell, Elizabeth Tayntor.  Life in the Deep Sea.  NY:  Franklin Watts, 1999. 
 
Gowell, Elizabeth Tayntor.  Sea Jellies: Rainbows in the Sea.  NY:  Franklin Watts, 1993. 
 
Gowell, Elizabeth Tayntor.  Whales and Dolphins: What they Have in Common.  NY: Franklin 

Watts, 2000. 
 
Green, Jen.  Dolphins.  Danbury, CT: Grolier, 1999. 
 
Grosvenor, Donna K.  The Blue Whale.  Washington, DC: National Geographic Society, 1977. 
 
Grupper, Jonathan.  Destination Deep Sea.  Washington, D.C.: National Geographic Society, 

2000. 
 
Hall, Howard.  A Charm of Dolphins.  Parsippany, NJ: Silver Burdett Press, 1995. 
 
Heiligman, Deborah.  The Mysterious Ocean Highway: Benjamin Franklin and the Gulf Stream. 

Steck Vaughn, 2000. 
 
Hesse, Karen.  The Music of Dolphins.  NY:  Scholastic Press, 1996.  (Fiction) 
 
 After rescuing an adolescent girl from the sea, researchers learn she has been raised by 

dolphins and attempt to rehabilitate her to the human world. 
 
Hill, Christine M. Robert Ballard: Oceanographer Who Discovered the Titanic.  Berkeley 

Heights, NJ: Enslow, 1999. 
 
Hidden Treasures of the Sea.  Washington, D.C.: National Geographic Society, 1988. 
 
Hirschi, Ron.  Ocean Seasons. Sylvan Dell, 2007. 
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Hodgkins, Fran.  The Whale Scientists: Solving the Mystery of Whale Strandings.  Houghton 
Mifflin, 2007. 

 
Jasperson, William.  A Day in the Life of a Marine Biologist.  NY: Little Brown, 1982. 
 
Johnson, Rebecca L.  Diving Into Darkness: A Submersible Explores the Sea.   Minneapolis, 

MN: Lerner Publications Company, 1989. 
 
Kalman, Bobbie. A Dolphin’s Body. NY: Crabtree, 2003. 
 
Kalman, Bobbie. Dolphins Around the World. NY: Crabtree, 2003. 
 
Kalman, Bobbie. Fun with Dolphins. NY: Crabtree, 2003. 
 
Kalman, Bobbie. Life in a Dolphin Pod.  NY: Crabtree, 2003. 
 
Kalman, Bobbie. The Life Cycle of a Whale. NY: Crabtree, 2002. 
 
Kelsey, Elin. Finding Out About Whales. Toronto: Owl, 1998. 
 
Killer Whales and Other Toothed Whales. Chicago: World Book, Inc., 2001. 
 
Kochanoff, Peggy. Beachcombing the Atlantic Coast. Missoula, Montana: Mountain Press 

Publishing Company, 1997. 
 
Lalley, Patrick and Janet. Ocean Scientists. New York: Steadwell Books, 2002. 
 
Lambert, David.  The Oceans.  NY:  Bookwright Press, 1984. 
 
Let's Discover the Sea.  Milwaukee, WI: Raintree Publishers, 1981. 
 
Lobsters and Other Crustaceans. Chicago: World Book, 2005. 
 
Lynch, Emma.  Ocean Food Chains.  Heinemann, 2005. 
 
MacQuitty, Miranda.  Discovering Jellyfish.  NY:  Bookwright Press, 1989. 
 
MacQuitty, Miranda.  Ocean.  Dorling Kindersley, 2000. 
 
Madin, Kate. Down to a Sunless Sea : the Strange World of Hydrothermal Vents. Austin, TX: 

Raintree Steck Vaugn, 2000. 
 
Mallory,  Kenneth.  Diving to a Deep Sea Volcano.  Houghton Mifflin, 2006. 
 
Mason, Adrienne.  Oceans: Looking at Beaches and Coral Reefs, Tides and Currents, Sea 

Mammals and Fish, Seaweed and Other Ocean Wonders.  Toronto: Kids Can Press, 1995. 
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Marshall, Ken.  Inside the Titanic.  NY:  Little, Brown, 1997. 
 
Matsen, Brad. The Incredible Hunt for the Giant Squid. Berkeley Heights, NJ: 

Enslow, 2003. 
 
Matsen, Brad. The Incredible Quest to Find the Titanic.  Berkeley Heights, NJ: Enslow, 2003. 
 
Matsen, Brad. The Incredible Record-Setting Deep-Sea Dive of the Bathysphere. Berkeley 

Heights, NJ: Enslow, 2003. 
 
Matsen, Brad. The Incredible Search for the Treasure Ship Atocha.  Berkeley Heights, NJ: 

Enslow, 2003. 
 
Matsen, Brad. The Incredible Submersible Alvin Discovers a Strange, Deep-Sea World. 

Berkeley Heights, NJ: Enslow, 2003. 
 
McClung, Robert M.  Treasures in the Sea.  Washington, DC: National Geographic Society, 

1972. 
 
McElroy, Lisa Tucker. Meet My Grandmother: She’s a Deep Sea Explorer. Brookfield, CT: 

Millbrook Press, 2000. 
 
McMillan, Bruce. Going on a Whale Watch. NY: Scholastic, 1992. 
 
McNulty. How Whales Walked into the Sea. NY: Scholastic, 1999. 
 
Miller, Geoff. Orcas. Danbury, CT: Grolier, 1999. 
 
Morris, Neil.  Oceans.  NY: Crabtree, 1996. 
 
National Audubon Society Guide to Marine Mammals of the World. NY: Random House, 2002. 
 
Oram, Liz, and Baker, R. Robin.  Migration in the Sea.  Austin, TX: Steck-Vaughn Company, 

1992. 
 
Palmer, Sarah.  Humpback Whales.  Vero Beach, FL: Rourke Enterprises, Inc., 1988. 
 
 Part of the "Whale Discovery Library" this is a very simple to read introduction to the 

humpback whale, accessible to low-functioning students.  It contains enough facts for 
brief reporting. Others in the series include Blue Whales; Fin Whales; Gray Whales; 
Killer Whales; and Narwhals. 

 
Papastavrou, Vassili.  Whale (Eyewitness Book).  NY:  Alfred A. Knopf, 1993. 
 
Parker, Steve.  Sponges, Jellyfish, & Other Simple Animals. Minneapolis, MN: Compass Point 
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Plisson, Philip. The Sea: Exploring Life on an Ocean Planet. NY: Harry N. Abrams, Inc., 2003. 
 
Pringle, Laurence.  Dolphin Man: Exploring the World of Dolphins.  NY:  Atheneum Books for 

Young Readers, 1995. 
 
Rinard, Judith E.  Dolphins: Our Friends in the Sea.  Washington, DC: National Geographic 

Society, 1986. 
 
Robinson, W. Wright.  Ocean Diving: Traveling Through Inner Space. 
Logan, IA: Perfection Learning, 1997. 
 
Rylant, Cynthia.  The Whales.  NY:  Blue Sky Press, 1996.  (Picture book) 
 
 Poetically describes the wonder of whales -- what they look like, how they behave, and 

where they live. 
 
San Souci, Robert D.  Nicholas Pipe.  NY:  Dial Books, 1997. (Folklore) 
 
 A retelling of a twelfth-century tale in which a young woman falls in love with a merman 

and determines to marry him despite their separate worlds. 
 
Sandak, Cass R.  The World's Oceans.  NY:  Franklin Watts, 1987. 
 
Sayre, April Pulley. Secrets of Sound : Studying the Calls and Songs of Whales, Elephants, and 

Birds. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2002. 
 
Schomp, Virginia.  The Bottlenose Dolphin.  NY:  Dillon Press, 1994. 
 
Schuch, Steven. A Symphony of Whales. NY: Harcourt Brace, 1999. (Picture Book) 
 
 Young Glashka’s dream of the singing whales, accompanied by a special kind of music, 

leads to the rescue of thousands of whales stranded in a freezing Siberian Bay. 
 
Sheldon, David. Into the Deep: the Life of Naturalist and Explorer William Beebe. 

Charlesbridge, 2009. 
 
Simon, Seymour.  Oceans.  New York: Morrow Junior Books, 1990. 
 
Sorenson, Margo.  Tsunami!  Death Wave.  Logan, IA: Perfection Learning, 1997. 
 
Stefoff, Rebecca.  Jellyfish.  NY:  Marshall Cavendish, 1997. 
 
Stevens, Betsy T. Sea Soup : Discovering the Watery World of Phytoplankton and Zooplankton : 

a Teacher’s Guide. Gardiner, ME: Tilbury House, 1999. 
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Stone, Lynn.  Jellyfish.  Vero Beach, FL: Rourke Corporation, Inc., 1993. 
 
Stoops, Erik D. Dolphins.  New York: Sterling, 1996. 
 
Svarney, Thomas and Patricia. The Handy Ocean Answer Book. Canton, MI: Visible Ink Press, 

2000. 
 
 This is a fabulous layperson’s reference on everything to do with the ocean.  Includes 

websites. 
 
Theodorou, Rod.  To the Depths of the Ocean.  Chicago: Heinemann Library, 2000. 
 
Thomas, Peggy.  Marine Mammal Preservation.  Brookfield, CT:  Twenty-first Century Books, 

2000. 
 
Tokuda, Wendy. Humphrey the Lost Whale: A True Story. Torrance, CA: Heian, 1986. 
 
Turner, Pamela S.  Prowling the Seas : Exploring the Hidden World of Ocean Predators. NY: 

Walker, 2009. 
 
Tsunamis and Seiches. Chicago: World Book, Inc., 2008. 
 
Unwin, Mike.  Secrets of the Deep : Marine Biologists. Heinemann, 2008. 
 
Viera, Linda. The Seven Seas: Exploring the World Ocean.  NY: Walker and Co., 2003. 
 
Wexo, John Bonnett.  Whales.  Mankato, MN: Creative Education, Inc., 1997. 
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Literature Connections for Grade 6 
About Islands 

 
 

Abbott, R.  Tucker.  A Field Guide to Shells:  Atlantic and Gulf coasts and the West Indies.  NY:  
Houghton Mifflin, 1994. 

 
The Audubon Society Field Guide to North American Seashore Creatures. NY: Random House, 

1981. 
 
Badger, Curtis J.  Salt Tide : Cycles and Currents of Life Along the Coast.  Countryman Press, 

1993. 
 
Bannan, Jan Gumprecht.  Sand Dunes.  Minneapolis:  Carolrhoda Books, 1989. 
 
Berman, Ruth. Sharks. Minneapolis: Carolrhoda, 1995. 
 
Bishop, A. C. Cambridge Guide to Minerals, Rocks and Fossils.   NY: Cambridge University 

Press, 1999 
 
Brust, Beth Wagner.  Seabirds.  San Diego, CA: Wildlife Education, Ltd., 1993.  
 
Butts, Ellen.  Eugenie Clark : Adventures of a Shark Scientist. North Haven, CT: Linnet Books, 

2000. 
 
Cerullo, Mary M.  The Truth About Great White Sharks.  San Francisco:  Chronicle Books, 

2000. 
 
Cole, Melissa and Brandon.  Sharks. Woodbridge, Connecticut: Blackbirch Press, 2001. 
 
Coulombe, Deborah A. The Seaside Naturalist : a Guide to Nature Study at the Seashore.  

Englewood Cliffs, NJ :  Prentice-Hall, 1984. 
 
Crenson, Victoria.  Horseshoe Crabs and Shorebirds : the Story of a Food Web.  NY: Marshall 

Cavendish, 2003. Non-fiction picture book. 
 
Presents a portrait of the Delaware Bay in the spring when a wide variety of animals, including 

minnows, mice, turtles, raccoons, and especially migrating shorebirds, come to feed on 
the billions of eggs laid by horseshoe crabs. 

 
Day, Nancy. The Horseshoe Crab. NY: Dillon Press, 1992. 
 
Doubilet, David. Face to Face with Sharks. Washington, DC: National Geographic, 2009. 
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Dunlap, Julie.  Extraordinary Horseshoe Crabs.  Carolrhoda Books, 1999. 
 
Frankenberg, Dirk.  The Nature of North Carolina's Southern Coast : Barrier Islands, Coastal 

Waters, and Wetlands. University of North Carolina Press, 1997. 
 
Gallant, Roy A.  Sand on the Move: the Story of Dunes.  NY: Franklin Watts, 1997. (out-of-

print) 
 
Geldman, Rita. Dawn to Dusk in the Galapagos. Boston: Little, Brown, 1991. 
 
Gleason, Carrie.  Ocean Storm Alert. NY: Crabtree, 2005. 
 
Gosner, Kenneth L.  Peterson Field Guides: Atlantic Seashore. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1978. 
 
Gurney, Beth.  Sand and Soil. NY: Crabtree, 2005. 
 
Hall, Howard.  Sharks: the Perfect Predators.  Parsippany, NJ: Silver Burdett Press, 1995. 
 
Hansen, Gunnar.  Islands at the Edge of Time : a Journey to America's Barrier Islands.  Island 

Press, 1993. 
 
Harrington, Brian.  The Flight of the Red Knot : a Natural History Account of a Small Bird's 

Annual Migration from the Arctic Circle to the tip of South America and Back.  Norton, 
1996. 

 
Hodgkins, Fran.  The Whale Scientists: Solving the Mystery of Whale Strandings.  Houghton 

Mifflin, 2007. 
 
Hooper, Meredith. The Island that Moved: How Shifting Forces Shaped Our Earth.  NY: Viking, 

2004. 
 
Horowitz, Ruth.  Crab Moon. Cambridge, MA: Candlewick Press, 2000. picture book 
 
 One June night, a young boy watches as many, many horseshoe crabs come ashore to lay 

their eggs. 
 
Hurricanes, Typhoons, & Other Tropical Cyclones.  World Book, Inc., 2008. 
 
Jennings, Terry.  Islands.  Danbury, CT: Grolier Educational Corp., 1992. 
 
Kajikawa, Kimiko. Tsunami! NY: Philomel Books, 2009. 
 

A wealthy man in a Japanese village, who everyone calls Ojiisan, which means 
grandfather, sets fire to his rice fields to warn the innocent people of an approaching 
tsunami.  
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Kampion, Drew.  Waves from Surfing to Tsunami. Salt Lake City, 2005. 
 
Kochanoff, Peggy. Beachcombing the Atlantic Coast. Missoula, Montana: Mountain Press 

Publishing Company, 1997. 
 
Lasky, Kathryn.  Interrupted Journey:  Saving Endangered Sea Turtles.  Cambridge, MA:  

Candlewick, 2001. 
 
Latimer, Jonathan and Nolting, Karen Stray.  Shorebirds.  Boston:  Houghton Mifflin, 1999.  
 
Lourie, Peter. Whaling Season : a Year in the Life of an Arctic Whale Scientist.  Houghton 

Mifflin, 2009. 
 
MacQuitty, Miranda.  Sharks.  Dorling Kindersley, 2000. 
 
Mallory, Kenneth. Swimming with Hammerhead Sharks. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2001. 
 
McGovern, Ann.  Shark Lady: True Adventures of Eugenie Clark.  New York: Four Winds 

Press, 1978. 
 
Menard, H.W.  Islands.  NY:  Scientific America Library, 1986.  (Adult nonfiction) 
 
Miller, Sara Swan.  Shorebirds: from Stilts to Sanderlings. NY:  Franklin Watts, 2000. 
 
Morris, Ann.  Tsunami: Helping Each Other. Minneapolis: Millbrook Press, 2005. 
 
Morrison, Taylor.  Tsunami Warning.  Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2007. 
 
Neal, William J.  Atlantic Coast Beaches: A Guide to Ripples, Dunes, and Other Natural 

Features of the Seashore. Missoula, Montana: Mountain Press Publishing Company, 
2007. 

 
Otfinoski, Steven. Hammerheads and Other Sharks. Chicago: World Book, Inc., 2000. 
 
Oram, Liz.  Bird Migration. Austin, TX: Steck-Vaughn, 1992. 
 
Pilkey, Orrin H. A Celebration of the World's Barrier Islands.  Columbia University Press, 2003. 
 
Points, Larry.  Barrier Islands are for the Birds.  Mariposa, CA:  Sierra Press, 2000. 
 
Points, Larry.  Ribbons of Sand: Exploring Atlantic Beaches.  Mariposa, CA: Sierra Press, 1997. 

(out-of-print) 
 
Sargent, William.  Crab Wars : a Tale of Horseshoe Crabs, Bioterrorism, and Human Health.  

University Press of New England, 2002.  (Adult title) 
 



Crystal DiBetta Page 39 7/16/12 
 Copyright 1999 

 This is an adult book for background information for the teacher. 
 
Sharkpedia.  NY: Dorling Kindersley, 2008. 
 
Sheehan, Thomas F. Islands. Rourke, 2008. 
 
Sibley, David Allen. The Sibley Field Guide to Birds of Eastern North America. NY: Knopf, 

2003. 
 
Sibley, David Allen. Sibley Guide to Bird Life and Behavior. NY: Knopf, 2001. 
 
Sibley, David Allen. Sibley Guide to Birds. NY: Knopf, 2000. 
 
Sibley, David Allen.  Sibley’s Birding Basics. NY: Knopf, 2002. 
 
Silberhorn, Gene M.  Common Plants of the Mid-Atlantic Coast : a Field Guide.  John Hopkins 

University Press, 1999. 
 
Simon, Seymour. Sharks. NY: Harper Collins, 1995. 
 
Skelton, Olivia.  The Atlantic Coast.  NY: Benchmark Books, 2000. 
 
Svarney, Thomas and Patricia. The Handy Ocean Answer Book. Canton, MI: Visible Ink Press, 

2000. 
 
 This is a fabulous layperson’s reference on everything to do with the ocean.  Includes 

websites. 
 
Tagliaferro, Linda. Galapagos Islands: Nature’s Delicate Balance at Risk. Minneapolis: Lerner, 

2001. 
 
Walker, Sally M. Fossil Fish Found Alive : Discovering the Coelacanth. Minneapolis, MN: 

Carolrhoda, 2002. 
 
Westwood, Brett. Great White Shark. Austin, Texas: Raintree Steck-Vaughn, 2000. 
 
Wexo, John Bonnett.  Sharks.  Mankato, MN: Creative Education, Inc., 1989. 
 
Wright-Frierson, Virginia.  An Island Scrapbook: Dawn to Dusk on a Barrier Island.  NY: Simon 

& Schuster, 1998. (picture book) 
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Literature Connections for Grade 7 
About Coral Reefs 

 
 

Arnold, Caroline.  A Walk on the Great Barrier Reef. Minneapolis: Carolrhoda, 1988. 
 
Base, Graeme.  Sign of the Seahorse: a Tale of Greed & High Adventure in Two Acts.  NY: 

Viking, 1998. (Fiction book) 
 
Buttfield, Helen.  The Secret Life of Fishes:  From Angels to Zebras on the Coral Reef.  NY:  

Abrams, 1999. 
 
Cerullo, Mary M.  Coral Reef: A City That Never Sleeps.  NY:  Cobblehill Books, 1996. 
 
Cerullo, Mary M.  Ocean Detectives:  Solving the Mysteries of the Sea.  Austin, TX:  Raintree 

Steck Vaugn, 2000. 
 
Cole, Melissa. Coral Reefs. Blackbirch Press, 2004. 
 
Collard, Sneed B.  On the Coral Reefs.  Marshall Cavendish, 2006. 
 
Collard, Sneed B. One Night in the Coral Sea.  Charlesbridge Press, 2005. 
 
Cooper, Jason.  Coral Reefs.  Vero Beach, FL: Rourke Corp., Inc., 1992. 
 
Coulombe, Deborah A. The Seaside Naturalist : a Guide to Nature Study at the Seashore.  

Englewood Cliffs, NJ :  Prentice-Hall, 1984. 
 
Earle, Sylvia.  Hello Fish!  Visiting the Coral Reef.  Washington, D.C.:  National Geographic 

Society, 1999.  (picture book) 
 
Fleisher, Paul.  Coral Reef.  NY: Benchmark Books, 1998. 
 
Gilbreath, Alice Thompson.  The Great Barrier Reef: a Treasure in the Sea.  Minneapolis, MN:  

Dillon Press, 1986. 
 
 Describes the largest reef on earth, its construction by billions of coral animals, life on 

the reef, and its human visitors from Captain Cook to today's scuba divers. 
 
Gutnik, Martin.  Great Barrier Reef.  Austin, TX: Raintree Steck-Vaughn, 1995. 
 
 This book tells of the Great Barrier Reef, the biggest structure built by living organisms. 
 
Hanson, Krista. Great Barrier Reef. Creative Education, 2005. 
 
Holing, Dwight.  Coral Reefs.  Parsippany, NJ: Silver Burdett Press, 1995. 
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Johnson, Sylvia A.  Coral Reefs.  Minneapolis, MN: Lerner Publications Company, 1984. 
 
Kummer, Patricia K.  The Great Barrier Reef.  Marshall Cavendish, 2009. 

 
Life in the Coral Reef.  NY:  Time-Life, 1977. 
 
Maynard, Caitlin and Thane. Rain Forests and Reefs: A Kid's-Eye View of the Tropics.  NY:  

Franklin Watts, 1996. out-of-print 
 
McGovern, Ann.  Down Under, Down Under:  Diving Adventures on the Great Barrier Reef.  

NY:  Macmillan, 1989. 
 
McGovern, Ann.  The Underwater World of the Coral Reef.  NY:  Four Winds Press, 1976. 
 
Patent, Dorothy Hinshaw. Colorful Captivating Coral Reefs. Walker, 2003. 
 
Pringle, Laurence.  Coral Reefs: Earth’s Undersea Treasures.  NY:  Simon and Schuster, 1995. 
 
Roessler, Carl.  Coral Kingdoms.  NY: Abradale Press, 1986. 
 
Sargent, William.  Night Reef:  Dawn to Dusk on a Coral Reef.  NY: Franklin Watts, 1991.   
 
Segalof, Nat and Erickson, Paul.  A Reef Comes to Life:  Creating an Undersea Exhibit.  NY:  

Franklin Watts, 1991. 
 
Sheppard, Charles. Coral Reefs. Voyageur Press, 2002. 
 
Simon, Seymour.  Global Warming. Harper Collins, 2010. 
 
Siy, Alexandra.  The Great Astrolabe Reef.  NY:  Dillon Press, 1992. 
 
Skurzynski, Gloria. Escape from Fear. Washington, D.C.: National Geographic Society, 2002. 

(fiction book) 
 
 While at St. John National Park in the Virgin Islands for a seminar on coral reefs, the 

Landons help a wealthy thirteen-year-old to find his birth mother, who he believes is in 
danger. 

 
Svarney, Thomas and Patricia. The Handy Ocean Answer Book. Canton, MI: Visible Ink Press, 

2000. 
 
 This is a fabulous layperson’s reference on everything to do with the ocean.  Includes 

websites. 
 
Tayntor, Elizabeth.  Dive to the Coral Reefs.  NY: Crown Publishers, 1986. 
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Tocci, Salvatore. Coral Reefs: Life Below the Sea. Franklin Watts, 2004. 
 
Wu, Norbert.  A City Under the Sea:  Life in a Coral Reef.  NY:  Atheneum Books, 1996. 
 
 

Literature Connections for Grade 8 
About Polar Seas 

 
 

Anderson, Madelyn Klein.  Iceberg Alley.  NY:  Julian Messner, 1976. 
 
Arctic and Antarctic.  Dorling Kindersley, 2006. 
 
Bramwell, Martyn.  Glaciers and Ice Caps.  NY:  Franklin Watts, 1986. 
 
Cerullo, Mary.  Sea Soup: Phytoplankton. Gardiner, Maine: Tilbury House, 1999. 
 
Cerullo, Mary.  Sea Soup Teacher’s Guide: Discovering the Watery World of  Phytoplankton 

and Zooplankton. Gardiner, Maine, Tilbury, 1999. 
 
Cerullo, Mary.  Sea Soup: Zooplankton. Gardiner, Maine: Tilbury House, 2001. 
 
Conlan, Kathy. Under the Ice. Tonawanda, NY: Kids Can Press, 2002. 
 
Cossi, Olga.  Harp Seals.  Minneapolis, MN: Carolrhoda Books, 1991. 
 
Dewey, Jennifer Owings.  Antarctic Journal:  Four Months at the Bottom of the World.  NY:  

HarperCollins, 2001. 
 
George, Michael.  Glaciers.  Mankato, MN: Creative Education, 1991. 
 
Gilbreath, Alice.  The Arctic and Antarctica: Roof and Floor of the World.  Minneapolis, MN: 

Dillon Press, 1988. 
 
Gourley, Catherine.  Hunting Neptune's Giants: True Stories of American Whaling.   Brookfield, 

CT: Millbrook Press, 1995.  
 
Hargreaves, Pat.  The Arctic.  Morristown, NJ: Silver Burdett Press, 1981.  (Seas and Oceans 

series) 
 
Hargreaves, Pat.  The Antarctic.  Morristown, NJ: Silver Burdett Press, 1980.  (Seas and Oceans 

series) 
 
Himmelman, John. Pipaluk and the Whales. Washington, D.C.: National Geographic Society, 

2001. (Picture Book) 
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 Pipaluk and her father enlist the aid of their villagers and even the government to help 

save a group of whales stranded in a frozen inlet, but only Pipa can figure out a way to 
finally lead the whales back out to sea.  Based on a true story. 

 
Iwago, Mitsuaki.  Harp Seal Baby Book: Three Weeks in an Arctic Nursery.  San Francisco: 

Cadence Books, 1996. 
 
Jennings, Terry.  Polar Regions.  Danbury, CT:  Grolier, 1992. 
 
Johnson, Rebecca.  Science on the Ice: an Antarctic Journal.  Minneapolis: Lerner, 1995. 
 
Johnson, Sylvia A.  Penguins.  Minneapolis, MN: Lerner, 1981. 
 
Kimmel, Elizabeth Cody.  Ice Story: Shackleton's Lost Expedition.  NY: Clarion Books, 1999. 
 
Klobas, John.  Life Cycle of the Pacific Gray Whale.  Torrance, CA: Heian, 1993. 
 
Lambert, David.  Polar Regions.  Morristown, NJ: Silver Burdett Press, 
1987. 
 
Lanting, Frans. Penguin.  Taschen, 1999. 
 A glorious photo essay of penguins in their natural habitat by a renowned photographer. 
 
Lynch, Wayne.  Penguins of the World.  Buffalo, Firefly Books, 1997. (Adult level book) 
 
MacLeod, Elizabeth.  Puffins.  Danbury, CT: Grolier, 1990. 
 
Mastro, Jim.  Antarctic Ice. NY: Henry Holt, 2003. 
 
Matsen, Brad.  An Extreme Dive Under the Antarctic Ice.  Enslow, 2003. 
 
Matthews, Downs.  Arctic Summer.  NY:  Simon & Schuster, 1993. 
 
McMillan, Bruce. Summer Ice: life Along the Antarctic Peninsula. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 

1995. 
 
Norman, Howard A.  The Girl Who Dreamed Only Geese, and Other Tales of the Far North.  

NY: Harcourt Brace, 1997. 
 
Pandell, Karen.  Land of Dark, Land of Light:  The Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.  NY:  

Dutton, 1993.  (Easier nonfiction) 
 
The Poles.  Milwaukee, WI: Raintree Publishers, 1988. 
 
Pringle, Laurence.  Antarctica: The Last Unspoiled Continent.  NY: Simon and Schuster, 1992. 
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Reilly, P.N.  Penguins of the World.  NY: Oxford University Press, 1994. 
 
Schuch, Steve.  A Symphony of Whales. New York: Harcourt Brace, 1999. (picture book) 
 
 Young Glashka’s dream of the singing of whales, accompanied by a special kind of 

music, leads to the rescue of thousands of whales stranded in a freezing Siberian bay. 
 
Schlein, Miriam.  What’s a Penguin doing in a Place like This?  Brookfield, Conn.: Millbrook 

Press, 1997. 
 
Sepehri, Sandy.  Glaciers. Rourke, 2008. 
 
Simon, Seymour.  Icebergs and Glaciers.  NY:  William Morrow and Co., 1987. 
 
Sobol, Richard and Jonah.  Seal Journey.  NY: Cobblehill Books, 1993. 
 
Stidworthy, John.  Whale.  Morristown, NJ: Silver Burdett Press, 1987. 
 
 Describes a year in the life of a sperm whale that lives most of the time in the cold Arctic 

waters. 
 
Svarney, Thomas and Patricia. The Handy Ocean Answer Book. Canton, MI: Visible Ink Press, 

2000. 
 
 This is a fabulous layperson’s reference on everything to do with the ocean.  Includes 

websites. 
 
Switzer, Merebeth.  Penguins.  Danbury, CT: Grolier, 1988. 
 
Taylor, Barbara.  Arctic and Antarctic.  NY:  Alfred a. Knopf, 1995. 
 
Todd, Frank S.  The Sea World Book of Penguins.  NY:  Harcourt, Brace, Jovanovich, 1981. 
 
Walker, Sally.  Glaciers:  Ice on the Move.  Minneapolis, MN: Carolrhoda Books, 1990. 
 
Webb, Sophie.  My Season With Penguins: An Antarctic Journal.  Boston:  Houghton Mifflin, 

2000. 
 
Weller, Dave.  Arctic & Antarctic.  San Diego: Thunder Bay Press, 1996. 
 
Wood, Jenny.  Icebergs.  NY:  Puffin Books, 1990.  
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Poetry Connections  
 
 

Asch, Frank.  Sawgrass Poems: A View of the Everglades.  NY: Harcourt Brace, 1996. 
 
Day, David.  Aska’s Sea Creatures.  NY: A Doubleday Book for Young Readers, 1994. 
 
Fletcher, Ralph.  Have You Been to the Beach Lately?  NY: Orchard Books, 2001. 
 
Florian, Douglas.  In the Swim.  NY: Harcourt Brace, 1997. 
 
Graham, Joan Bransfield.  Splish Splash.  New York: Ticknor & Fields Books for Young 

Readers, 1994.  
 
Harley, Avis.  Sea Stars : Saltwater Poems. Wordsong, 2006. 
 
Livingston, Myra Cohn.  Poem-Making: Ways to Begin Writing Poetry.  New York: 

HarperCollins Publishers, 1991.  
 
The Place My Words are Looking for: What Poets Say About and Through Their Work.  New 

York: Simon and Schuster Books for Young Readers, 1990.  
 
The Sea is Calling Me.  NY:  Harcourt Brace, 1986. 
 
Shaw, Alison.  Until I Saw the Sea.  NY: Henry Holt, 1995. 
 
Sidman, Joyce.  Song of the Water Boatman and Other Pond Poems.  Enslow, 2003. 
 
Windham, Sophie.  The Mermaid and Other Sea Poems.  NY: Henry Holt, 1994. 
 
Yolen, Jane.  Sea Watch: A Book of Poetry.  NY: Philomel Books, 1996. 
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Reference Sources of General Interest 
Grades K-8 

 
 
Abbott, R.  Tucker.  A Field Guide to Shells:  Atlantic and Gulf coasts and the West Indies.  NY:  

Houghton Mifflin, 1994. 
 
Amazing Animals of the World.  Danbury, CT: Grolier Educational Corporation, 1995.  24 

volumes.  Grades 2+ 
 
 Devotes one page to each animal it covers.  Includes vertebrates and invertebrates.  

Picture and map of habitat range.   This is the simplest set. 
 
Aquatic Life of the World.  Tarrytown, NY:  Marshall Cavendish, 2001.  11 volumes.  Grades 4+ 
 
 This is an encyclopedia set somewhat like a dictionary.  Includes plants, animals, and 

terms relating to aquatic life.  Covers both fresh and salt water.  Very comprehensive.  
 
The Audubon Society Field Guide to North American Seashore Creatures. NY: Random House, 

1981.  
 
Biomes of the World.  Danbury, CT: Grolier Educational, 1999.  9 volumes.  Grades 5+ 
 
 This set is a topical approach to biomes (ecological region), and includes polar regions, 

deserts, oceans, wetlands, mountains, temperate forests, tropical forests, temperate 
grassland, tropical grassland.   

 
Exploring Life Science.  Tarrytown, NY:  Marshall Cavendish, 2000.  11 volumes.  Grades 5+. 
 
 This is an encyclopedia set that is dictionary style.  Topics include anything to do with 

the life sciences.   
 
Library of the Oceans.  Danbury, CT: Marshall Cavendish, 1998.  12 volumes.  Grades 5+ 
 
 Contents:  the Shape of Oceans – Restless Waters – Prehistoric Ocean – Life in the 

Ocean – Hunters and Monsters – The Cold Seas – Warm Seas – Shallow Seas – 
Exploring the Oceans – World’s Oceans – Coasts and Islands – Future of the Ocean 

 
Marshall Cavendish International Wildlife Encyclopedia.  NY: Marshall Cavendish, 1990.  25 

volumes.  Grades 5+ 
 
 This is the most comprehensive animal encyclopedia set for children on the market.  It 

can be used for grades 5 and up, but be aware that some 5th graders may have difficulty 
with the text.   
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Steele, Rodney.  Sharks of the World.  NY: Facts on File, 1985.  Grades 6+ 
 
 Anything and everything you wanted to know about sharks. This is a most comprehensive 

book.  Challenging text. 
 
Svarney, Thomas and Patricia. The Handy Ocean Answer Book. Canton, MI: Visible Ink Press, 

2000. 
 
 This is a fabulous layperson’s reference on everything to do with the ocean.  Includes 

websites. 
 
Wildlife of the World.  NY: Marshall Cavendish, 1994.  13 volumes.  Grades 3+ 
 
 This set devotes a two-page spread to each animal it covers.  It is a little harder in 

reading level than Amazing Animals of the World.  Includes photographs, map of habitat 
range, and a key facts bar.   

 
Woodward, John.  Exploring the Oceans. (series) Chicago: Heinemann Library, 2004. 5 books in 

series. Grades 4+. 
 
 This series contains 5 titles: Midnight Zone, Sunlit Zone, Tidal Zone, Twilight Zone, and 

Seafloor. 
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