
Rutgers Ocean Days 2013 – Draft Agenda      3/8/13 

Rutgers Ocean Day: Fish & Adaptations (Grades 3rd-5th, April 9th) 
 
Motivating Question – How are fish adapted to live in the ocean throughout the year? And how 
do scientists study fish adaptations? 

 
Before attending –  

• Students complete the following activities in classroom: 
o Fish Migration COOL Classroom unit Lessons 1, 3, & 6  (expected to take 3 45-

minute class periods) 
• Students come up with an investigation (science experiment or research project) about 

fish or migrations of ocean creatures, make posters or videos about their investigations to 
present at Rutgers Ocean Days. 

 
At the event –  
Time Event 
10:00 Arrive & check-in 
10:15 Welcome and introductions 
10:30 Review of what students learned from COOL Classroom activity –fish, fish migration, 

fish tracking, etc.  
11:00 Stations & Poster Presentations 
11:30 Lunch 
12:00 Stations & Poster Presentations 
12:30 Debrief of what the students learned about fish 
1:00 Scientist presentation – about fish here in New Jersey, their biology & adaptations to 

live in the ocean 
1:45 Debrief of day and evaluations 
2:00 Back on bus 

 
Standards addressed –  

• 5.1.4.B.3 – Evidence is used to construct and defend arguments. 
• 5.1.4.B.4 – Reasoning is used to support scientific conclusions.  
• 5.1.4.D.1 – Science has unique norms for participation. These include adopting a critical 

stance, demonstrating a willingness to ask questions and seek help, and developing a 
sense of trust and skepticism. 

• 5.3.4.A.1 – Living organisms: grow and develop in a predictable manner, interact with 
and cause changes in their environment. 

• 5.3.4.B.1 – Almost all energy (food) and matter can be traced to the Sun. 
• 5.3.4.C.1 – Organisms can only survive in environments in which their needs are met. 

Within ecosystems, organisms interact with and are dependent on their physical and 
living environment. 

 
 


